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Welcome Addresses for the 47th Annual Meeting on Nuclear Technology (AMNT 2016) ı Astrid Petersen and Ralf Güldner

10 to 12 May 2016, Hamburg

DAtF (German Atomic Forum) 
The President
On behalf of the DAtF (German Atomic 
Forum) I would like to warmly wel-
come you to the 47th Annual Meeting 
on  Nuclear Technology (AMNT 2016). 
As the most important  specialist 
 conference of the nuclear industry in 
Germany and as one of the most diverse in Europe the 
AMNT offers also this year a wide range of possibilities for 
exchange with participants from many countries, for 
 valuable contacts and extended discussions of current 
 developments in technology and politics.

The year 2016 politically shapes our industry with 
 important key milestones as it has not been for a long time. 
The Commission Storage of High-level Radioactive Waste will 
hand over after more than two years and  following the 
public participation its recommendations on a new site 
 selection and the Commission to Review the  Financing for 
the Phase-out of Nuclear Energy has the task to propose 
 viable solutions for an appropriate reorganisation of 
financing nuclear disposal. From both commissions will
follow a comprehensive legislative work. Thus, it is no 
 coincidence that we may eagerly await the speech of the 
State Secretary for the Environment, Jochen Flasbarth on 
the plenary session.

The speech of the Czech Ambassador in Germany, H.E. 
Tomáš Jan Podivínský on the energy policy of his country 
stands in a completely different nuclear-political context. 
Same applies also for a contribution on the role of nuclear 
energy in the United Kingdom and its practical implemen-
tation.Fromthebusinessperspectivewecanlookforward
to the speech of the Board member of RWE Power AG, 
Dr Ulrich Hartmann, on how to manage the energy turna-
round.Thistimewewillexaminethetopicoffinaldisposal
on a European  perspective with the member of the 
Commission on final repository, Steffen Kanitz (MdB),  
as well as with repre sentatives of site searching and 
 repository preparing  practitioners from Switzerland, 
Sweden and Finland, the first country with a licensed
 repository project for high level wastes.

Besides the numerous topics of our sector, which are 
currently full of movement, we allow ourselves a side 
glance on the topic of risk management with the General 
Manager Flight Safety Research of the Deutsche Lufthansa 
AG, Captain Manfred Mülller. Especially, I would like to 
draw your attention on our exhibition, which is as  always  
a performance show for “Nuclear Technology made in 
 Germany”, for decades trademark for highest  standards 
and quality all over the world.

In view of the focus and expert sessions as well as 
 technical meetings, which are living in particular by the 
competence of our industry’s employees, I wish us all an 
inspiring and interesting annual meeting and I look 
 forward to meeting you in person!

Dr. Ralf Güldner 

KTG (German Nuclear Society)  
The Chairwoman
On behalf of the German Nuclear Society I would like  to 
warmly welcome you to the 47th Annual Meeting on 
 Nuclear Technology (AMNT 2016). The members of our 
association have again compiled a diverse and attractive 
program for you this year. 

Nuclear safety still remains a matter of the highest  priority 
in Germany from the ongoing reliable operation of the nu-
clear plants through the decommissioning and dis mantling 
up to the disposal of radioactive waste. Especially this year – 
30 years after ChernobylandfiveyearsafterFukushima – nu-
clearsafetyisakeyfocusintheEuropeancontext.Forexam-
ple, discussions on the nuclear power plants in Belgium and 
France close to the German border resulted in intensified
cross- border communication at  federal level concerning safe-
ty- related  issues and requirements. At our Annual Meeting 
wewillexplorethistopicintwoFocusSessionsandweare
looking forward to political signals during the plenary day. 

At the same time, the work of the Commission Storage of 
High-level Radioactive Waste is proceeding. Anyone who 
wants can read about or follow the public debates and pro-
gressofthecommissionlive.Submissionofthefinalreport
bymid-2016marks thefirst stage of the newly launched
search for a high-level repository in Germany. We will have 
acloserlookatitsresultsduringoneofourFocusSessions.
In comparison, the development of the reposi tories of our 
European neighbours and the debates which take place 
 locally will be discussed in the plenary session.
Generatingthefirsthelium-plasmainthefusionplant

Wendelstein 7-X at the end of last year marked the be gin-
ning of a new era in science. Renowned research institu-
tions in Germany and abroad have been involved in this 
project during the nine years of construction. During the 
plenary session we will also gain insight into the  challenges 
and objectives our leading scientists are facing.

Especially in Germany, we must turn our attention to pre-
serving and developing our competence because of the up-
coming tasks in nuclear technology in the next decades. The 
chairwoman of the European Young Generation will  report on 
her international experience, on desires and striving of the 
new nuclear generation and the strong, transnational commit-
ment of dedicated young people, for example in the context of 
theClimateChangeConferenceinParis.Formanycountries
con tinue to use nuclear power as a climate-friendly energy 
source and even expand their capacities, such as China.

I am particularly pleased that we will award not only 
the Karl Wirtz Prize to a young scientist, but we will also 
confer an honorary membership of our association to one 
of our members for long-term commitment and achieve-
mentsinthefieldofnucleartechnologyandespeciallyin
the promotion of young researchers.

Our annual conference provides again, in proven 
 manner, a wide spectrum of specialized subjects in various 
ways and an industry exhibition that invite to exchange 
 information and knowledge.

I would like to wish to all the participants of "our annual 
meeting" 2016 new insights, fruitful discussions,  interesting 
contactsandaconfidentglancetowardsthefuture!

Dr. Astrid Petersen
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